Oshkosh Area School District

Environmental Focus Charter School Meeting

Tuesday, April 1, 2003

Oakwood Elementary School

1.  Members Present

Colleen McDermott, Erin Heinemann, Michael Tauscher, Jim McGrath, Wendy Stelzer, Mary Beth Petesh, Steve Maassen, Donna Charley-Johnson and Phil Eicksteadt.

2.  State Charter School Conference

Jim McGrath stated the conference reaffirmed what the EE charter is focused on.  Clarification on gathering additional funding through grants and finding support through partnerships was covered.

3.  Implementation Grant

Jim McGrath wrote a grant for an additional $40,0000.  This funding will be used to pay for additional needs, curriculum writers and planning resources.  It was suggested that some of this funding be used for staff development to better prepare teachers for the EE charter school.

4.  Steering Committee

The Steering Committee will be composed of the following areas with the suggested resource people:

a. Sheldon Nature Committee

· John Walsh

· Steve Maassen (?)

· Steve Hull (?)

b. Oakwood Parents

· Greg LaPlant (?)

c. Oakwood Staff

· Michael Tauscher

· Erin Heinemann

· Troy Schlegel

d. University of Wisconsin Oshkosh

· John Lemberger

e. Oshkosh Area School District

· Jim McGrath

· Phil Eicksteadt

We will vote on these committees at the next meeting.

5.  EE Charter Consultant

A job sheet was created for a possible position for an Oakwood Environmental Education Charter School Consultant.  The draft copy should be reviewed and any comments forwarded to Jim McGrath.  The position requirements will be finalized by June 2003.

6.  Partnerships Committee Report

A current list of EE charter school partners was distributed.  Several more were then added to the list.  If there are any partners of the EE charter school who need to be on the list, contact Steve Maassen.

7.  Sheldon Nature Committee Report

The grant for the outdoor pavilion did not go through.  Funding is still being sought for the project.  More information will be presented at the next meeting.

8.  Curriculum Committee Report

The committee aligned the OASD Environmental Education benchmarks to the 5th grade science benchmarks.  The idea was accepted and this will also be done with the 4th grade science, reading and language arts benchmarks along with the 5th grade reading and language arts benchmarks.  Curriculum writing will take place during the summer months.

9.  Next Meeting

Jim McGrath will email the next meeting date in May.

