Oakwood Environmental Education Charter School

Bylaws

Mission Statement

The Oakwood Environmental Charter School will instill within students an appreciation and understanding of systemic environmental and human connections to promote future sustainability.

Vision Statement

Professional Development

· Enhance environmental education content knowledge

· Application to all core content areas

· Authentic teaching tools and materials


Curriculum

· Balanced Assessment

· Inquiry Based Instruction

· Concept Based Learning

Partnerships

· The founding partners will advise and direct the charter school through equal representation
· Identify, recruit and develop partnerships
Purpose

The Environmental Education Steering Committee reflects the essence of the school’s charter.  The Steering Committee shall engage in meaningful dialogue and discussion to arrive at decisions that promote positive environmental education practices.  The Steering Committee shall promote the interests of the students and school.  

Membership

The building principal will serve as the chairperson of the Steering Committee and vote only in the event of a tie.  If the building principal is unable to serve as the Steering Committee Chairperson, the committee will select a chairperson from its current membership.

The Environmental Education Steering Committee will consist of two (2) members from each of the following stakeholders:


Sheldon Nature Center Members


Staff Members


Parent Representatives


The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh Partners


Oshkosh Area School District

The above members will serve a three-year term from October to September.  An individual can serve multiple terms if a vacancy cannot be filled.  Stakeholders who are not a part of the Steering Committee may attend all meetings and offer insights to the committee, but are not able to vote.

Decision Making

Whenever possible, decisions will be made by consensus.  If unable to reach consensus, a vote will be made by 2/3 of the membership present.  The committee chairperson reserves the right to table an issue and request for additional information.  If the vote is a tie, the committee chairperson will either vote to break the tie or table the issue until the next meeting.

Meetings

The Environmental Education Steering Committee will meet once a month during the school year on the second Monday of each month.  During the months of June, July and August, meetings will be held at the discretion of the Steering Committee Chairperson.  All meetings must have 24-hour notice with an agenda.  All meetings will adhere to the open meetings law.  Members are to notify the Steering Committee Chairperson if they are unable to attend.

General

Bylaws may be altered or revised at any meeting with proper notice.  The Steering Committee Chairperson reserves the right to make decisions that align to the Oshkosh Area School District policies, Oakwood policies and the Oshkosh Education Association collective bargaining agreement without notice to the Steering Committee.

Responsibilities

The following chart lists the primary duties of the Steering Committee Membership and can be changed through proper due process.

1. Make decisions that support the mission and vision of the charter school

2. Obtain necessary materials to deliver the environmental education curriculum

3. Revise and create environmental education curriculum that aligns with the Oshkosh Area School District’s standards and benchmarks

4. Utilize the proper sequence to optimize delivery of the environmental education curriculum

5. Collect and analyze assessment data

6. Distribute press release information about Environmental Education Charter School programs and events

7. Communicate with all stakeholders about charter school programs and student achievement

8. Provide necessary professional development for the staff

9. Review grant applications and assist the chairperson in final edits

10. Assist the chairperson in creating an annual report for the Board of Education and school community

11. Other duties as designated by the chairperson and/or building principal
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