Oshkosh Area School District

Environmental Focus Charter School Meeting

Wednesday, January 22, 2003

Oakwood Elementary School

1.  Members Present

Colleen McDermott, Erin Heinemann (5th Grade Teacher – Oakwood), Michael Tauscher, John Walsh, Jim McGrath, Wendy Stelzer, Mary Beth Petesh, John Lemberger. Steve Maassen and Donna Charley-Johnson

2.  EE Project Changes

After a few revisions, Dr. Heilmann notified us of a possible conflict with the EAA Charter School.  The Environmental Education Charter could not be implemented school wide at Oakwood because EAA is implemented in grade 3.  A suggestion was to change to an intermediate charter school (grades 4 and 5).  

During the meeting it was also suggested to seek other grants to add to funds for curriculum writing and for staff development for classroom teachers.  Jim McGrath will seek out a WEEB grant application.  A parent from the student Site Team will also be contacted to assist with grant writing.

3.  Grade Level Adjustments

With several issues facing the district, there is a possibility of increased class sizes.  One option would be three fifth grade and three fourth grade classes and one 4/5-split class at Oakwood.  With this plan, more encompassing activities could be done in the 5th grade with an introduction to the Environmental Education charter school in the 4th grade.  This program will also bring an environmental education guided reading library for the upper grades.  Another possible option could be three four and three fifth grade classes.  The draw back for the charter school is a greatly increased number of students per class (about 30).

4.  Curriculum Committee Update

The provided grade five benchmarks and standards for environmental education in Oshkosh are a start.  The committee as a whole received these benchmarks very positively.  The committee will use the same method to create grade four benchmarks and standards by February 14, 2003.  Members also suggested that a thematic approach to the environmental education school might put all staff on the same page and create greater teacher buy in.  Some suggestions included a spring field day or “EE” kick off day.  The ultimate goal is to provide new ideas and replace previous curriculum activities already in place.   

5.  Stevens Point Visit

Jim McGrath, Michael Tauscher, Donna Charley-Johnson and Jim Lemberger visited Jackson Elementary School in Stevens Point.  A goal for the Oakwood program would be to incorporate science with a “human” aspect of EE education.  We are trying to get away from stand-alone activities for this EE program.  

6.  Project Development Update

In the summer of 2003 the group will complete the outdoor pavilion.  Funds and labor are organized.  Several ideas were shared with ways to better use the pavilion.  In addition, two kiosks (enclosed message boards) were also installed in the nature center and a trail guide is being created.  An Oakwood School web page has been created and is on line at http://www.oakwoodeagles.com.

7. Governance Committee

Jim McGrath will work on creating a Governance committee for the school.  The term “executive committee” will not be used for the grant.  Some suggested members of the Governance Committee are:  staff members, sub committee members and parents.  The Curriculum Committee will be changed to Curriculum and Assessment Committee.  A coordinator will also be needed for the EE charter.  Jim McGrath will create a “job description” for this individual.  It was also suggested to add Public as another sub committee.  

8.  Next Meeting

Monday, March 3rd at 6:30 is the next meeting at Oakwood Elementary School.

