Oshkosh Area School District

Environmental Focus Charter School Meeting

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Oakwood Elementary School

1.  Members Present

Jim McGrath, Oakwood Elementary Principal welcomed all in attendance.  Those in attendance were:


John Walsh – Chairperson of Sheldon Nature Area

Andy Robson – Associate Dean at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh in Letters and 

Sciences


Barb Herzog – Assistant Superintendent of Oshkosh Area School District


John Lemberger – Science Education Professor at University of Wisconsin Oshkosh


Michael Tauscher – Fifth Grade Teacher, Oakwood Elementary School


Wendy Stelzer – Biology and Chemistry Teacher


Michael Zimmermann – Dean of University of Wisconsin Oshkosh Letters & Sciences


Colleen McDermott – Chemistry and Biology Department at Univ. WI Oshkosh


Steve Maassen – Sheldon Nature Area 


Zaiga Maassen – Sullivan Woods Volunteer

Donna Charley-Johnson – University of Wisconsin Oshkosh Environmental Education 

Instructor


David Moon – Winnebago Audubon Society Member

Michael Tauscher agreed to take meeting minutes.

2.  State Environmental Charter School Association  

Information about the State Environmental Charter School Association meeting at Stevens Point was shared.  The Oshkosh Area School District is a member of this state organization.  Members stated that there is much information published that supports environmental education in the elementary school classroom.  

Jim McGrath proposed a vision for the Environmental Charter Classroom:

2002 – Planning Phase – including grant writing, curriculum writing, partnership 

organization, etc.

2003 - One fifth grade class at Oakwood and one at Read with an environmental  

charter classroom with integrated curriculum


2003 – All fifth grade sections at Oakwood and Read begin environmental experiences 

related to curriculum


2004 – K-4 classes begin to develop environmental experiences that are related to the 

curriculum


2005 – Curriculum be offered to all elementary schools in the district

4.  Partners for Charter Classroom

It is important that parents be involved.  Students in the charter classroom will be randomly selected.  The development of partnership with various organizations to utilize all Oshkosh area natural areas, supporting facilities and environmental education expertise will be essential in the charter classroom development.

Members of the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh stated that they could readily assist with science content being added to curriculum and lessons.  It was suggested to see if some materials could be shared between the college and elementary classrooms.  This charter classroom can also incorporate a service learning aspect for college elementary education majors.  Another note was lessons need to move outside of science and include all aspects of the curriculum (language arts, mathematics, social studies and the arts).

5.  Subcommittee Development


Project Administrator



Jim McGrath – Oakwood School


Executive Committee



Jim McGrath – Oakwood School & Committee Chairperson



John Walsh – Sheldon Nature Area Chairperson



Jeff Baas – Read School



Barb Herzog – Oshkosh Area School District



Colleen McDermott – University of Wisconsin Oshkosh


Curriculum Committee



Wendy Stelzer – Committee Co-Chairperson



Steve Maassen – Sheldon Nature Area



Donna Charley-Johnson -  Univ. of Wisconsin Oshkosh & Committee Co-Chair



John Lemberger – University of Wisconsin Oshkosh



Tim Kohl – Read Elementary School



Michael Tauscher – Oakwood Elementary School


Partnerships Committee



Steve Maassen – Sheldon Nature Area



Andy Robson – University of Wisconsin Oshkosh



David Moon – Winnebago Audubon Society


Grant Writing Committee



Jim McGrath – Oakwood Elementary School



Jeff Baas – Read Elementary School



John Walsh – Sheldon Nature Area Chairperson



Colleen McDermott – University of Wisconsin Oshkosh



Jackie Martin -  CESA 6 Representative

6.  Time Lines

August 2002 – Implementation Grant completed to Paula Crandoll Decker at DPI including completed integrated curriculum 

December 2002 – School Board as charter organization

Each committee should meet before the next large group meeting.

The next large group meeting will be on Wednesday, May 15th at 6:30 in the Media Center at Oakwood Elementary School.

Respectively submitted,

Michael Tauscher

Oakwood Elementary

Sheldon Charter Classroom Contact List

Jim McGrath – Oakwood Elementary jim.mcgrath@oshkosh.k12.wi.us
Jeff Baas – Read Elementary jeff.baas@oshkosh.k12.wi.us
Barb Herzog – Oshkosh Area School District barbara.herzog@oshkosh.k12.wi.us
Wendy Stelzer – Biology & Chemistry Teacher stelzerwm@hotmail.com
Michael Zimmerman – UWO mz@uwosh.edu
Colleen McDermott – WWO mcdermot@uwosh.edu
Steve Maassen – Sheldon Nature Area smassen@charter.net
Donna Charley-Johnson – UWO charleyj@uwosh.edu
David Moon – Winnebago Audubon Society djmoon@northnet.net
John Walsh – Sheldon Nature Area Chairperson walshosh@charter.net
Andy Robson – UWO robsona@uwosh.edu
John Lemberger – UWO jlemberg@uwosh.edu
Michael Tauscher – Oakwood Elementary michael.tauscher@oshkosh.k12.wi.us
Zaiga Maassen – Sullivan Woods Volunteer smaassen@charter.net
Tim Kohl – Read Elementary timothy.kohl@oshkosh.k12.wi.us
