Oshkosh Area School District

Environmental Focus Charter School Meeting

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Oakwood Elementary School

1.  Members Present

Jim McGrath, Oakwood Elementary Principal welcomed all in attendance.  Those in attendance were:  John Walsh, David Moon, Barb Herzog, Phil Eickstaedt, Wendy Stelzer, Donna Charley-Johnson, Andy Robson, Steve Maassen and Michael Tauscher

2.   Previous Meeting Minutes

Several corrections were made to the March Meeting minutes.  The numeration of items presented was corrected.  Phil Eickstaedt was added to the Curriculum and Executive committees.  John Walsh was also added to the Partners committee.  The name Jackie was changed to Jessica Martin.

3.  Executive Committee Report

A report was distributed (see attached report).  The committee membership was finalized with a focus on having three main partners (Sheldon Nature Area, Oshkosh Area School District and University of Wisconsin Oshkosh).  

Discussion on a possible vision statement for the charter school occurred.  The EAA charter school vision statement is:  “Building on the innate attraction of flight to learners of all ages, the Oshkosh Area School District and EAA Aviation Foundation will partner in developing and implementing an aeronautics based curriculum that incorporates an aviation theme across all content areas, including; art, music and physical education.”  The environmental education vision statement needs to be completed by June 15th.

Several environmental school visitations are being scheduled.  Jeff Bass will be contacting a Milwaukee Magnet School and Jim McGrath will be contacting Jackson Elementary School in Stevens Point.  The goal is to visit these schools sometime in the fall.

Barb Herzog offered to purchase 10 curriculum guides with a focus on environmental education.  These guides will be distributed at a later date.

Committee chair-people were then finalized.  Jim McGrath will chair the Executive committee, Steve Maassen will chair the Partners committee and the Grant Writing committee will select their chairperson by the next meeting.

4.  Curriculum Committee Report

Donna Charley-Johnson gave the Curriculum committee report (see attached report).  A teacher survey will be created and distributed to many of the Oshkosh Area School District teachers.  The purpose of the survey is to determine what materials are available to add on to and ultimately promote the environmental education curriculum throughout the district.

Barb Herzog also stated that this committee should also look at possible staff development opportunities for teachers.  Partners from UWO will look into possible credit for staff development.

5.  Grant Writing Committee Report

Jim McGrath informed the group that the grant writing process is moving forward.  A questionnaire was distributed (see attached questionnaire) to all Environmental Education Charter school members.  Members were asked to complete the form and email it back to Jim by Friday, May 24th.  Feel free to email the form earlier if you finish.  Jim will then be meeting with Jackie Martin on the 10th of June.

6.  Partners Committee

Steve Maassen gave the Partners committee report.  Rob McLenman from the DNR and Rebecca Power from the UWEX have been contacted as possible partners for the charter school.   Other members present gave several more contacts.

Jim McGrath asked that the partners for the charter school be solidified by June 15th.  This will aid in the writing of the planning grant.

7.  Fall Dedication

A fall dedication is being organized.  The time line looks to be the end of September or the first/second week in October.  Several dignitaries from the local area, state and nation have been contacted to be guests at this dedication.  A time capsule will be buried in the effigy mound.  It is our hope to announce then the start of the Environmental Charter School.

8.  Summer Meeting

It was decided that a summer meeting was not necessary at this time.  Sub committees should meet before the next large meeting on Wednesday, August 21st at 6:30PM.  This meeting will be held in the outdoor classroom/pavilion (inside if it is raining).

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Tauscher

5th Grade Teacher

Oakwood Elementary School 

Sheldon Charter Classroom Contact List

Jim McGrath – Oakwood Elementary jim.mcgrath@oshkosh.k12.wi.us (920.424.0315)

Jeff Baas – Read Elementary jeff.baas@oshkosh.k12.wi.us 

Barb Herzog – Oshkosh Area School District barbara.herzog@oshkosh.k12.wi.us (920.424.0296)

Phil Eickstaedt – Oshkosh Area School District phil.eickstaed@oshkosh.k12.wi.us (920.424.0100)

Wendy Stelzer – Biology & Chemistry Teacher stelzerwm@hotmail.com (920.235.4217)

Michael Zimmerman – UWO mz@uwosh.edu 

Colleen McDermott – WWO mcdermot@uwosh.edu 

Steve Maassen – Sheldon Nature Area maassen@charter.net (920.233.5914)

Donna Charley-Johnson – UWO charleyj@uwosh.edu (920.685.7303)

David Moon – Winnebago Audubon Society djmoon@northnet.net (920.235.4429)

John Walsh – Sheldon Nature Area Chairperson walshosh@charter.net (920.233.6939)

Andy Robson – UWO robsona@uwosh.edu (920.424.1185)

John Lemberger – UWO jlemberg@uwosh.edu 

Michael Tauscher – Oakwood Elementary michael.tauscher@oshkosh.k12.wi.us (920.235.5083)

Zaiga Maassen – Sullivan Woods Volunteer maassen@charter.net (920.233.5914)

Tim Kohl – Read Elementary timothy.kohl@oshkosh.k12.wi.us 

Environmental Education Executive Committee Minutes

For the May 6, 2002 Meeting
In attendance:  Barb Herzog, Phil Eickstaedt, Jim McGrath, Colleen McDermott and Jeff Baas

I. State Charter School Initiative 

· The OASD is a member of the State of Wisconsin Charter School Association

· Senn Brown, Executive Director, submitted a $5000-10,000 grant with the intent to create an alliance of Environmental Charter Schools.

· The grant is pending.

· This alliance would allow for networking and the sharing of resources.

II. School Visitation

· In the fall of 2002-03 a site visit to Jackson Elementary in Stevens Point will be arranged.  

· The school visitation may be coordinated with a visit to the university to view the resources available.

· A possible visit to Hawley Road School in Milwaukee was discussed.  

III. Planning Grant

· The deadline for the Planning Grant is August 1, 2002 although we will work to complete it in mid July.

· Jim McGrath is meeting with Jessica Martin of CESA 6 to discuss the writing of the planning grant.

· The committee currently exists of Colleen McDermott, John Walsh and Jim McGrath

· Input for grant writing will be needed by the entire Executive Committee and teachers.

· In kind expenses such as subs, curriculum planning time, bussing and inservice should be considered.

IV.  Subcommittee Discussion Summary

· The four sub committees are:  The Executive, Curriculum, partnership and grant writing.  

· The Partnership committee will be spearheaded by Steve Maasan with a representative from each partner on the committee.  

· The executive committee prefers to keep itself small at this time with the main partners being the OASD and UWO.

· Contacts for the Paine include Connie Pirner and Laurel Forsythe. 

· Teachers will play a key role in the development of curriculum.

Oakwood School EE Curriculum Meeting Minutes

April 10, 2002

1. Introductions

2.  Goals Set:

a. Visit operational ee charter schools

b. Identify local issues for curriculum, eg.  Sturgeon, fox-locks, invasive species, lake flies, pcb’s, and urban sprawl

c. Determine how to involve parents

d. Develop an understanding of fifth grade standards

e. Compile a complete list of resources

f. Determine national issues that will fulfill social studies requirements

g. Brainstorm how to make the curriculum accessible and adaptable for all teachers

h. Develop a survey to determine teachers opinions on charter schools and ee curriculum

i. Develop an electronic newsletter to keep teachers informed as we progress

j. Design curriculum at lowest cost possible

k. Develop local contacts for resources (transportation, equipment, etc.)

l. Promote publicity

 Next Meeting—A field trip to one or more ee charter schools for inspiration

Oshkosh Charter School Planning Guidelines

1.  What is the educational vision/philosophy of proposed charter school?

2. What is the degree of governance and administrative flexibility that will be afforded by the district?  What will the administrative relationship between the charter school and school board/district look like?

3. Grade levels of students to be served?

4. Curriculum and instructional practices to be used and measurable goals to be met?  (i.e. student progress as evident by test scores)

5. How will the charter school be managed?

6. Any specific goals/objectives and evaluation methods by which charter school will determine progress toward meeting those goals?

7. How will parents/community members be involved in design and implementation of the charter school?  DPI is looking for specific examples of their involvement.

8. Describe present state of planning process.  (Financial resources available, people involved, work already completed.)


9. Any request and justification for waivers of any provisions?

10. How will funds be used?  And how in conjunction with other program monies?

11. How will students in community be informed about charter school?

12. Budget description (allowable activities:  purchase of materials related to planning process, mileage/meals/misc. expenses for planners, orientation/training of persons to be involved in planning, payment of consultant fees)

Email to <jim.mcgrath@oshkosh.k12.wi.us>

