November 5, 2002

Oakwood School EE Curriculum Meeting

Attendees: Jim McGrath, Phil Eicksteadt, Wendy Stelzer, Mike Tauscher, Donna Charley-Johnson, John Lemberger, Mary Beth Petesch, Terry Steele, R.(sp?) Steele

1. Grant approved

a. Changes: planning grant proposal to environmental focus school instead of classroom (EAA also impacted in this manner)

b. Read School not able to do this

c. Oakwood School will be the only one participating in this grant

d. All grade levels will be involved, this concept has been very well received and there are volunteers at every grade level

2. Brainstorming regarding methods of instruction:

a. Received list of all material used at the Stevens Point School—mostly Science based—very little integrated

b. Curriculum that has students realize their place in the web of life and what their responsibilities are

c. DPI developed packet on environmental education (Note: I will get a copy of this—Donna)
d. Environmental education that works on changing the way people see themselves in the environment and how their behavior impacts the environment

e. Integration model—sellable to schools—focus on the child and move out—develop a land ethic—use the environment—not activity based

f. Need for staff development

3. Process of Curriculum Development:

a. Most schools are at 15-20% integration our goal is 25-50% integration

b. Focus on fifth grade

c. K-4 classrooms are developing a list of all their current environmental activities—should be more than Stevens Point is doing now—so we should be ok with regards to the grant

d. Terry Steele and The Menomonee Park Zoo have the following to offer:  work hands-on with animals, not activity driven has specific goals with a conservation message, “What do you need?  We have a lot to offer!  We could integrate with you!”

e. We wil not touch the Everyday Math program because it is systemic and const4ructivist

f. All leveled reading will be environmentally based

g. The goal is to develop integrated programs in the following two cores:  Science and Language Arts

4. Timeline of Curriculum Development:

a. Develop fifth grade environmental benchmarks

b. Cross reference these Benchmarks with Science and Language Arts benchmarks

c. Determine Assessment:  rubric based, assessment for learning instead of assessment of learning, make as performance based as possible (dual purpose)

d. Activity Creation phase

e. Instructional Strategies

f. Curriculum Mapping

g. Monthly meetings to accomplish a, b and possibly c by May

h. More intensive work sessions in June and July for d-f

5. Budget Process:

a. Put in time slips

b. Determine if there are resources to be purchased, conferences to be attended, or facilities to be visited

Donna Charley-Johnson

