Oakwood Environmental Education

Charter School Meeting

Monday, December 15th
7:00 PM-8:30 PM

* * * Note the time change * * *
Agenda

	TIME
	TOPIC
	PERSON(S)

	7:00PM
	EE Learning Days December 4th and 5th Review Events
	Donna, Teachers, Parents

	7:10PM
	Future EE Learning Day Information
	Donna

	7:20PM
	DPI Charter Meeting Overview
	Kirby, Donna, Mike, Jim

	7:25PM
	Web Page Update
	Steve, Mike

	7:35PM
	Curriculum Update
	Teachers, Donna

	7:55PM
	Curriculum Grant Proposal
	Jim

	8:00PM
	Budget Review Process
	Kirby, Jim

	8:15PM
	Governance & Management of the Charter School
	Kirby, Jim

	8:30PM
	Set Next Meeting and Adjourn
	


Oakwood Environmental Education

Charter School Meeting

Monday, November 10th
6:30-8:00 PM

Attendance:  Jim McGrath, Troy Schlegel; Donna Charley-Johnson; Steve Finley; Michael Tauscher; John Lemberger; Steve Maassen and Phil Eickstaedt

Implementation Grant:  The grant has been approved for $150,000 from October 1, 2003 – September 30, 2004.  Jim McGrath has done the rewrites and corrections.  A big thank you to all who were a part of the grant writing process.

Budget:  There are 90 days left to secure the materials purchased from the planning grant.  There will be a budget report at each meeting for the implementation grant.

Curriculum Update:  To meet the minutes for math, grade four has two classes switching and one class self-contained.  Troy Schlegel will teach science to his class and Susan Meunier will be teaching science to the two remaining classes.  The environmental education curriculum will be taught to all fourth grade students.

EE Big Days:  Grade four will be on December 5th and grade five will be on December 4th.  Fourth grade students will have the opportunity to learn from Dr. Greg Adler, an ecologist from the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh who will speak on live trapping techniques to study rodent populations.  In addition, Randy Segal, of Wind River Rehabilitation will bring in live animals to demonstrate how mammals survive is different environments.  In addition, Steve Brand, Utilities Superintendent will speak about wastewater treatment and water filtration.  Students will also participate in a workshop with Josh Meyer, a student member of the outdoors group “Expedition” at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh who will stress the importance of keeping the environment healthy for others to enjoy.

Fifth grade students will have the opportunity to learn from Christian Laroe, a student researcher from the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh who will discuss the science of dendrochronology, the study of tree rings.  Mike Breza of the Oshkosh Public Museum will demonstrate how lumberjacks in early Wisconsin used logging tools.  In addition, Randy Segal, of Wind River Rehabilitation will bring an eagle to demonstrate how animals survive is different environments.  Students will also participate in a workshop with Josh Meyer, a student member of the outdoors group “Expedition” at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh who will stress the importance of keeping the environment healthy for others to enjoy.

Michael Tauscher will align these presenters to the OASD science benchmarks.

Consultant for Big Days:  Jim McGrath moved and Troy Schlegel seconded the motion that Donna Charley-Johnson be the EE Consultant for the field study days for one day per week at the consultant pay rate.  The motion passed as stated.

State Reporting Session:  A charter school reporting session will be held in Wisconsin Rapids on December 9th.  Several representatives will attend.

Grand Revisions:  Jim McGrath will make revisions to the grant.

Student Teachers:  Michael Tauscher will take a student teacher that has a minor in environmental education during the 4th quarter.

Web Quests/Web Page:  Steve Finley presented the new web site to the committee.  All input is welcome.  John Lemberger stated that some of his students have completed web quests.  They will be forwarded to Michael Tauscher for students to review.

Sheldon Update:  Concrete will be poured in the near future.  Leaf imprints will not be possible.  The Lost Naturalist will present in to the 4th and 5th grade students on November 20th. (See news article below)

Adjourn/Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be Monday, December 15th.  The meeting was adjourned.

Posted Nov. 21, 2003 
Students challenged environmentally
By Bethany K. Warner
of The Northwestern
Fourth- and fifth-graders at Oakwood Elementary School were challenged to help conserve the remaining natural habitats in Wisconsin as part of a presentation done as an outreach event for the environmental charter school there. 

The warning to protect the environment came from Tom Aranow, of Ecological Insights, portraying Mr. Shay, a naturalist from 1834 who stumbled into present-day Wisconsin. 

“It’s up to you as stewards,” Aranow said. “I’ve got to trust you because it’s all in your hands.” 

Aranow’s “Lost Naturalist” program fits well with the environmental charter’s curriculum, said fourth-grade/fifth-grade teacher Michael Tauscher. 

The students in the environmental charter classes spent the first quarter learning about habitats and will focus on recycling and sustainability in the second quarter, Tauscher said. 

Aranow has been presenting to school groups, at senior centers and to groups like the Audubon Society for the last eight years. The inspiration for the program, he said, came from trying to find a way to make teaching about prairie ecology more interesting for teachers. 

“Being a history buff and an ecologist, I thought I could put it together,” Aranow said. 

Aranow’s presentation featured pictures of plants and animals native to Wisconsin. As he showed the pictures, Aranow explained how many plants – such as ironweed or lead plant – got their names. Students also had an opportunity to learn bird calls for birds such as the thunder pumper. 

But as he concluded, he warned students about the role humans have played in destroying the environment that was present in the state in the mid-1800s. 

Aranow also presented Thursday night to the Wild Ones, a conservation group, and partner of the Oakwood environmental charter. 

Bethany K. Warner: (920) 426-6668 or bwarner@thenorthwestern.com.

