The Oshkosh Area School District Board of Education established the Oakwood Environmental Education Charter School in June of 2003.  The charter school was established to utilize the 26 acre Sheldon Nature Area ecosystem which is located directly behind Oakwood Elementary School.  The dream of the charter school was initiated by Anna, Richard, and Rick Sheldon.  The Sheldon’s who generously donated the Sheldon Nature Area to the Oshkosh Area School District to be developed and utilized to further student’s education and their appreciation of the environment.  The Sheldon Nature Area committee has developed the nature center into an environmental education learning center through dedicated community volunteers over the past twelve years.  The committee chairperson, John Walsh, has been the catalyst that transformed the site into a beautiful living environmental educational laboratory.  The vision of becoming an Environmental Education Charter School, utilizing partnership with the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh and Sheldon Nature Area was initiated by Dr. Steve Maasen, an Oakwood Elementary School parent.  Dr. Maasen has had a passion for improving student’s education by utilizing the Environment as the integrating content for all curriculum areas.

In the Spring of 2002, Oakwood Elementary School Principal, Jim McGrath, teacher Mike Tauscher united the Oakwood Teachers, parents and students to develop a Planning Grant Proposal for the Oakwood Environmental Education Charter School.  The foundation for the school would be to develop an innovative, interdisciplinary environmentally based curriculum, purposefully woven together utilizing the constructionist learning approach within the various habitats in the Sheldon Nature Area Ecosystem.

During the Spring and Summer of 2003 the curriculum committee headed by Donna Charley-Johnson, Environmental Education instructor from the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh and Mike Tauscher, and Oakwood Elementary teacher worked with the committee members to develop the Environmental Charter School Curriculum that aligns with the Wisconsin Model Acedemic

standards and the Oshkosh Area School District Grade Level Benchmarks in the areas of Science and Language Arts.

Donna Charley-Johnson has orchestrated Environmental Education Big Learning Days during the months of September, December of 2003 and February, May of 2004.  These learning days give students first hand experience with the environmental education concepts that are covered in the curriculum.  Environmental Education experts from the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh and the State of Wisconsin develop student learning situations that give the students real world experiences in the areas they have studied.

The charter school established a steering committee with representatives from all of the partners in the project along with the parents and teachers from the charter school.  The Steering Committee along with Oakwood Elementary School Principal, Kirby Schulz will be the governance structure developed to manage the charter school.

On October 1, 2003, the charter school was awarded a $150,000 Implementation Grant to move forward with the charter school.  This exciting educational project is an example of what can be accomplished to enhance children’s education when you unite school and community resources.
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