October 10, 2002

EE Oakwood School Curriculum Committee Meeting

Attendees:

Wendy Stelzer

Mike Tauscher

Mike Breza

John Lemberger

Mary Beth Petesch

Donna Charley-Johnson

Agenda:

1.) Brief Introductions

2.) Survey of Teachers regarding ee

3.) Benchmark Presentation by Phil Eickstaedt

4.) Discussion regarding October 17

Discussion

2.) It was suggested that Mike provide the teachers names who returned the survey as potential second school possibilities.  John and Mary Beth looked at the names and specifically selected a couple as capable individuals.

3.) Benchmarks

The goal was to take the 4, 8, and 12th grade standards and spread them out to apply benchmarks to all grade levels.  Teachers sat down and took national benchmarks and revised them to fit their current curriculum.  These benchmarks should be considered performance statements of what this grade level should be able to accomplish.  Schools are held responsible to these standards federally.  Environmental Education can be a vehicle for proficiency on these benchmarks.  These benchmarks are what education will look like into the foreseeable future in this country.  We are now held accountable for student outcomes and mandated by law to focus on these benchmarks.  Currently, we are trying to get up to speed with federal and sate benchmarks.  Once these benchmarks are adopted each district will adopt assessments.  It was stated that good performance assessment drives instruction.  Charter schools will have more leeway but will still be held accountable.

4.) Discussion

Curriculum Writing Format:

Standards and Benchmarks/assessment/teaching activities/necessary resources

Write objectives then find activities

How do we use the environment to teach benchmarks:

Look at 4th and 8th grade ee goals and align with 5th grade benchmarks

Determine where there is overlap

Potential Questions for Dr Yockers:

What are the outcomes?  What expectations are there?  What do you expect the kids to know?  How do they measure it?  Sample curriculum materials that are effective?  Ask for a tour of the ee learning center and for handouts of references

