Oshkosh Area School District

Environmental Charter School Meeting

Wednesday, September 18, 2002

Oakwood Elementary School

1.  Members Present

Jim McGrath, Oakwood Elementary Principal welcomed all in attendance.  Those in attendance were:  John Walsh, Phil Eickstaedt, Donna Charley-Johnson, Steve Maassen, Colleen McDermott, John Lemberger, Mary Beth Petesch and Michael Tauscher

2.  Update on Planning Grant

Jim shared with the committee that results of the grant should be revealed in mid October.  This late date will mean that no announcement of “official” starting of the charter school will be made at the dedication on Thursday, September 26.

The committee was also informed that the teacher from Read will not be involved with the charter school program.  With the removal of Read Elementary School, the diversity component now needs to be met.  Several individuals suggested teachers in the district that might be interested.  Jim, Phil and Barb will meet and look for another school to partner with Oakwood and be a part of the grant. 

3.  Sheldon Nature Area Dedication – September 26, 2002

Many events are planned and several state politicians will be in attendance at this event.  Governor Scott McCallum is scheduled to attend this event.  The dedication will take place in four parts on September 26th:

Part 1 – Time Capsule – Students from all grades will place writing samples and a class photo 

into the time capsule.  The group will then sing God Bless America and say the Pledge of Allegiance.  K-2 students will then return to the school and 3-5 students will stay to watch the rest of the program.


Part 2 – Sheldon Nature Development – John Walsh will speak to the group on this topic.


Part 3 – Environmental Charter School – Steve Maassen will speak on the partnerships made.


Part 4 – Guest Speakers – Orv will introduce the special guests at the event.

Discussion was also shared on many logistics of the day.  Parking will be analyzed along with possible rain day alternatives.

4.  Curriculum Meeting in Stevens Point

It has been arranged for several members of the curriculum committee to visit with Dr. Yockers in Stevens Point, Wisconsin on Thursday, October 17th.  The plan is too visit with Dr. Yockers for half of the day and then visit Jackson Elementary, the environmental charter school in Stevens Point.  More information will follow in the next days.

5.  Curriculum Committee Report

Donna Charley-Johnson reported that the curriculum committee should look representation from different ethnic groups in the Oshkosh area to add to the curriculum.  One goal will be to create a multi-cultural approach to the environmental education.

In addition, the curriculum committee will be comprised of about 10-15 people.  The actual curriculum writing will depend on the two classroom teachers, Donna Charley-Johnson and Wendy Stelzer.

Mary Beth Petesch agreed to be a part of the large curriculum committee.

6.  Other Business

Jim stated that when the program gets started (2003-2004) an administrator for the charter school should be hired.  A job description will be created and distributed to the committee at a later date.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Tauscher

5th Grade Teacher

Oakwood Elementary School 

Sheldon Charter Classroom Contact List

Jim McGrath – Oakwood Elementary jim.mcgrath@oshkosh.k12.wi.us (920.424.0315)

Jeff Baas – Read Elementary jeff.baas@oshkosh.k12.wi.us 

Barb Herzog – Oshkosh Area School District barbara.herzog@oshkosh.k12.wi.us (920.424.0296)

Phil Eickstaedt – Oshkosh Area School District phil.eickstaed@oshkosh.k12.wi.us (920.424.0100)

Wendy Stelzer – Biology & Chemistry Teacher stelzerwm@hotmail.com (920.235.4217)

Michael Zimmerman – UWO mz@uwosh.edu 

Colleen McDermott – WWO mcdermot@uwosh.edu 

Steve Maassen – Sheldon Nature Area maassen@charter.net (920.233.5914)

Donna Charley-Johnson – UWO charleyj@uwosh.edu (920.685.7303)

David Moon – Winnebago Audubon Society djmoon@northnet.net (920.235.4429)

John Walsh – Sheldon Nature Area Chairperson walshosh@charter.net (920.233.6939)

Andy Robson – UWO robsona@uwosh.edu (920.424.1185)

John Lemberger – UWO jlemberg@uwosh.edu 

Michael Tauscher – Oakwood Elementary michael.tauscher@oshkosh.k12.wi.us (920.235.5083)

Zaiga Maassen – Sullivan Woods Volunteer maassen@charter.net (920.233.5914)

Mary Beth Petesch – UWO petesch@uwosh.edu (920.424.3323)

