Environmental Education Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

September 22, 2003

Oakwood Elementary School

In attendance:  Phil Eickstaedt, Jim McGrath, Troy Schlegel, John Walsh, Steve Maassen, Mary Beth Petesh, Donna Charley-Johnson, Erin Heinemann & Michael Tauscher

Teacher Workshop:  Al Stenstrup and Dennis Yockers presented a two day four hour workshop on environmental education techniques in the classroom.  Representatives from each grade level (except grade 3) were present.

Sheldon Nature Center Update:  John Walsh updated us on the continuing work in the nature center.  Picnic tables, concrete pouring and trail accessibility for those with disabilities are projects under way.

Pheasants Forever:  Several pheasants were released in the nature center this fall.

Environmental Education Learning Day:  The presenters for both the 4th and 5th grade classes are set up.  Parents are encouraged to chaperone but are not to bring their own children from home.

EE Curriculum:  Reorganization will take place this summer to better fit the lessons to the topics covered at each grade level.  This will make it easier to integrate into the current OASD curriculum.

Grant Report:  Money must be spent by September 30, 2003.  We will wait to see when the next grant is approved before moving further with the charter school.

K-3 Prep:  Lori Mangan (1st grade teacher) will coordinate integrating EE activities into the K-3 curriculum.

Logo:  It was suggested that a logo be created for the EE Charter at Oakwood.  A possible contest was suggested.  More information will be presented at a later date.

