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Timeline and Progress

Mission Statement:

The Oakwood Environmental Education charter school will build upon student’s natural interest of the environment.  Students will better understand the natural environment, investigate environmental questions and use their findings to develop higher-level decision-making skills.  Through the use of an integrated approach to teaching and learning the charter school will foster community and parent involvement in public education in the Oshkosh Area School District.

Development of an Integrated Curriculum - Grades 4 and 5

· May 2002 – Organized a curriculum subcommittee to develop environmental education (EE) curriculum
· September 2002 – Observed teachers and students at Jackson Elementary in Stevens Point 

· January 2003 - Developed 4th and 5th grade EE benchmarks for the Oshkosh Area School District

· March 2003 - Aligned the Oshkosh Area School District “EE” Benchmarks with state academic standards (grades 4 and  8)
· June 2003 - Oshkosh Area School District Board of Education approved implementation of the EE charter school at Oakwood
· July 2003 – Created an EE integrated curriculum for 4th and 5th grade language arts, reading and science
· July 2003 – Reviewed and edited proposed curriculum and participated in professional development opportunities

· August 2003 – University of Wisconsin Oshkosh coordinates science staff development opportunity for 4th and 5th grade teachers at Oakwood (25 microscopes loaned to the school)

· September 2003 – Implemented EE curriculum in grades 4 and 5 at Oakwood

· September 2003 – Coordinated the first of 4 Environmental Education Learning Days at Oakwood Elementary School with a focus on wetlands and prairies

· October 2003 – Al Stenstrup and Dennis Yockers conduct a staff development opportunity for environmental education

· December 2003 – Coordinated the second of 4 Environmental Education Learning Days at Oakwood Elementary School with a focus on sustainability and ecosystem services

· January 2004 – Launch improved web site to showcase the EE charter school and its activities

· February 2004 – Students participate in third Environmental Education Learning day at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh with the focus being an energy fair

· May 2004 – Final Environmental Education Learning Day completed at Oakwood Elementary School with a focus on waterways and forests

· Continually – Evaluate effectiveness of the EE curriculum
Continual Growth and Learning

Program Success Stories

· Curriculum
· The Environmental Education Charter School at Oakwood Elementary developed its own environmental education standards and then aligned those standards to the benchmarks of the Oshkosh Area School District.  All activities in the environmental education curriculum align to those standards and benchmarks. The partnership with the Oshkosh Area School District, The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh and the Sheldon Nature Center have created the opportunity for this program to integrate its curriculum with the school district standards and benchmarks for science and literacy.  
· The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh Partnership
· Through the work of The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh resources, materials and presenters have been available to support student learning.  The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh has load the charter school over 25 microscopes valued at over $500.  In addition scientists have been the lead presenters at the Environmental Education Learning days covering topics as live trapping of rodents, dencorneology, herbariums, mist netting
· Community Partnerships
· The Sheldon Nature Center has also assisted with providing necessary equipment, resources and speakers for the charter school.  The Sheldon Nature Center is the link between the community and the charter school.  This organization has spearheaded the creation of the outdoor learning lab.  In addition they have provided speakers for the Environmental Education Learning Days and created an outdoor learning center.  They have also assisted with media contacts to promote the Environmental Education Charter School.
Program Challenges

· Master Schedule
· Over the summer of 2003, Oakwood Elementary tackled the issue of scheduling specialists and teachers while meeting the district guidelines for minutes/subject.  Most matters have been resolved however, the initial three teachers implementing the program has now risen to 4 possibly 5.  This change results in additional staff development and scheduling changes.
Charter School Has “Big Day” Event 

Students study outdoors at Sheldon Nature Center 

By Bethany K. Warner
of The Northwestern Posted Sept. 28, 2003
Aurora the bald eagle was the smash hit during the first Big Day events for fourth-graders at the Oakwood Environmental Education Charter School. 

The Big Day, held last week for fifth-graders and fourth-graders, was the kick-off event this year for the charter school, allowing students to hear from nature experts and run mini-experiments out in the Sheldon Nature Center. 

“We tried to build the curriculum around the nature center,” said Jim McGrath, chairman of the charter school’s steering committee and former Oakwood principal. “The overall theme is to improve education through integrated, hands-on activities.” 

During the two hours out in the nature center, the fourth- graders got to learn about the differences between reptiles and amphibians, banding migratory birds, the history of fur trading in Wisconsin and the raptors. 

The fifth-grade students focused on plants and the different habitats found in the nature center. 

“It extends what they’re learning in the classroom,” said teacher Mike Tauscher. “It teaches them what’s out there.” 

Wind River Wildlife Rehabilitation and Release displayed Aurora, along with Jupiter, an American Kestrel and Orion, a short-eared owl. 

Randy Segal, executive director for Wind River, said the Big Day events were a great way to learn. 

“It teaches kids to be respectful and responsible,” Segal said. “This is an ideal situation.” 

Ann Sheldon, who donated the land for the nature center, who was on hand for the events said she was thrilled. 

“I just can’t believe it,” Sheldon said. “I keep thinking I’m having a beautiful dream. It’s phenomenal. When we put the pond in, little did we know what this would turn into!” 

Presenters from the Heckrodt Wetland Reserve explained differences between frogs and snakes. Sheldon Cooper from the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh explained about banding migratory birds and the Oshkosh Public Museum explained about the French fur traders in the 1660s. 

The learning that started last week will continue later in the year, said fourth-grader social studies teacher Jill Puhlmann-Becker. Topics like the history of fur trading will come up again, she said, to reinforce the teaching. 

For the first Big Day, principal Kirby Schultz said it turned out better than they had planned.  “It was incredible. It was bigger and better than what we imagined,” Schultz said. “The two days exemplified what we want our students to get from the environmental education charter. “ 

Bethany Warner: (920) 426-6668 or bwarner@thenorthwestern.com.
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Oakwood Elementary School fourth graders have a close encounter with a preserved archilochus colubris shown by biology professor Dr. Sheldon Cooper Friday at Sheldon Nature Center. Fourth-graders also learn about raptors, reptiles and fur trading. 











